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World-wide racial and ethnic tensions will be P 


cussed at the opening session of the annual JUNE 9 1957 
if 


pting of the U.S. Conference for the World 
incil of Churches at Buck Hill Falls, Pa., 
y 8-10. 

Dr. J. Oscar Lee, executive director of the 
partment of Racial and Cultural Relations, 
rional Council of Churches, will be the first 
aker May 8. He left the US. January 14 for 
wree-month global survey of race relations on 
alf of the World Council of Churches. 

About 150 delegates from thirty-two US. 
mber churches of the World Council of 


. " 
irches are expected to attend the meeting. : tg! ft 
hop Henry Knox Sherrill, New York, pre- lersitles of gt ts 


ng bishop of the Protestant Episcopal - ee 
arch, is chairman. LC but the 
Yr, D. T. Niles, Ceylon, secretary of the : 
partment of Evangelism of the World Coun- Same Spl 

will speak on the Council’s evangelistic as 
sonsibility at the Thursday morning session, 
y 9. Dr. Niles is scheduled to deliver the 
)7 Lyman Beecher lectures at Yale University 
yinity School in April. 
The World Council Confronting the Resur WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
ice of Non-Christian Religions” will be 
cussed by Dr. Hendrik Kraemer, of the 
therlands, on Thursday evening. Dr. Kraemer, 
hor of some of the best-known books on the 
ition of Christianity to non-Christian re- 


The 1957 Pentecost packet of materials to assist 
local church pastors and leaders is now available 
from the World Council of Churches for 50¢. It 
includes the WCC President’s Pentecost message, 
pastors’ helps, a four-color poster and sample 


(Continued on page 2) bulletin cover, and order blank. 


Asian Church Strategy 
Planned at Prapat 


A village on the banks of Lake Toba, in the heart 
of the Batak country. This was the site of the 
important Eastern Asia Christian Conference. 


More than 100 Asian church leaders met at 
Prapat, Sumatra, Indonesia, in the heart of the 
Batak country, March 18-27. The meeting, spon- 
sored by the World Council of Churches and 
the International Missionary Council, is said to 
mark a new era in the cooperation of Asian 
churches and councils. 

After more than a week of discussion, the 
delegates agreed to set up an interim committee 
to call another Eastern Asia Christian Confer- 
ence in four years. 

Although there were, in addition to IMC and 
WCC representatives, some western countries 
and missionary agencies represented at the con- 
ference, it was primarily planned and executed 
by Asians. Thirteen East Asian nations are rep- 
resented on the committee set up by the con- 
ference. 

Highlights of the conference included a 
kirchentag or church rally day on Sunday, March 
17. Indonesia’s Moslem President Sukarno flew 
900 miles to the Batak country to welcome the 
delegates and hail the achievements of Chris- 
tianity in building peace. On the final Sunday 
of the conference the delegates divided into five 
ecumenical teams to visit outlying centers of 
the Batak church. 

The unfinished evangelistic task of the Church 
in East Asia was the theme of the conference. 
Bishop E. C. Sobrepena, United Church of Christ 


Buck Hill Falls Meeting 
(Continued from page 1) 


ligions, was the first director of the Ecumemi 
Institute of the World Council of Church 
Bossey, Switzerland. 

Since his retirement, Dr. Kraemer has 
in the United States holding lectureship 
various seminaries. Currently he is at Princét 
Theological Seminary, Princeton, N.J., as gue 
professor. 

A report on the recent meeting of the East 
Asia Christian Conference will be made byt 
general secretary of the International Missioi 
Council, Dr. Charles W. Ranson. 

On Friday morning Dr. Paul S. Minear 
speak on “The Nature of the Unity We 
This will be a discussion of some of the u 
lying themes of the North American Faith 
Order Conference to be held at Oberlin, Ob! 
September 3-10. A member of the facul 
Yale Divinity School, Dr. Minear has served | 
the secretary for program and studies fort 
Oberlin conference. At Oberlin, US. @& 
Canadian denominations will come togeth 7 
a continental basis for the first time to dist. 
the basic problems involved in achieving. 
united Christian church. 

“Current Points of International Tension” a 
the role of the Commission of the Churches - 
International Affairs will be the theme of t 
address by Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, New Ye 
and Philadelphia, director. 


in the Philippines, was elected chairman of t 
interim committee, 

“We have come fully to realize that t 
churches in Asia are ready and eager to she 
the world-wide task of the Christian mission 
insistently needed in our contemporary situati 
and to engage in these tasks unitedly, convine 
that we can do together what we cannot 
separately,” Bishop Sobrepena said. : 

Chosen as vice-chairman of the commit 
was Dr. D. G. Moses, India. To cond 
work of the IMC-WCC East Asia Secretari 
the conference invited Dr. D. T. Niles, Ceyk 
head of the WCC Department of Evangelis 
to become secretary; U Kyaw Than, Bure 
associate secretary; and the Rev. Alan Bra 
New Zealand, as inter-church aid secretary. — 
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HUNGARIAN REFUGEES: UNFINISHED STORY 


More than $800,000 has been received or 
edged for relief operations in answer to the 
Ovember appeal of the World Council of 
aurches’ Division of Inter-Church Aid and 
tvice to Refugees. The appeal, the result of 
srisings in Hungary, was to aid refugees, help 
nristian churches and institutions, and provide 
lief shipments. 
The story is not finished yet. Despite the 
ambers of refugees admitted to the United 
ates, Britain, France, Australia, Canada, and 
her countries, some 30,000 remain in Austria 
id another 18,000 in Yugoslavia. Dr. Norris 
Vilson, director of Church World Service, has 
pealed for legislation to enable the U.S. to 
e still more refugees. 
John Garrett, Information Department, 
orld Council of Churches, had described the 
gee reception by CIMADE, inter-church 
agency in France, and by the British Council 
Churches’ Service to Refugees: 
“CIMADE’s task has been to act for the 
otestant and Orthodox communities in France 
o have cared deeply enough through all the 
ars of ‘refugee blues’ for the successive waves 
exiles and camp dwellers. 
“In an upstairs dormitory the members of a 
mous Tzigane orchestra of Hungary were 
acticing on their instruments in desultory twos 
d threes. Their wide-eyed children played 
ound and under the beds. They rattled through 
e names of famous cities where they had 


erator erica ypr se ‘ wes , Yi 


famous Hungarian Tzigane orchestra practices 
a reconstructed center for Hungarian refugees 
ablished by the French ecumenical relief or- 
nization, CIMADE. 


“We really are here.’ Two young Hungarians 


helped through the coordinated action of the 
World Council’s member churches take their first 
look at Paris. 


played: Berlin at the Wintergarden, Stockholm, 
Helsinki, the Gaumont-Rex chain in Britain, 
Moscow. But it was no secret that they consti- 
tuted a problem. An orchestra is a group and 
wants to live and work together. They had to 
stay there until they could be placed as a unit 
elsewhere, while the lines lengthened outside 
and many more invaded Paris and asked for aid.” 

Of the British operation Mr. Garrett says: 
“Back at the headquarters of the British Council 
of Churches at Eaton Gate we called on Dr. 
Maud Bulbring, the resettlement officer of the 
World Council of Churches, whose work in 
helping people to emigrate from Britain has 
been increased a hundred times by the new 
influx. 

“Four interpreters, a number of half-time 

(Continued on page 5) 
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World Christian Books 


This series of brief books under the editorship 
of Bishop Stephen Neill is published in the 
United States by Association Press. They sell for 
$1.25 each. Sponsored by the International 
Missionary Council and cooperating agencies, 
the books are designed to help explain funda- 
mental Christian beliefs in the language of the 
average layman. 


A Letter of Wise Counsel by Edward A. May- 
cock. Studies in the First Epistle of Peter. 


The Cross Is Heaven, Life and writings of Sadhu 
Sundar Singh, a famous Indian convert, edited 
by Bishop A. J. Appasamy. 

Religious Liberty by Giovanni Miegge of the 
Waldensian Theological Seminary, Rome. 


Who Is Jesus Christ? by Stephen Neill. 
Jesus and His People by Paul S. Minear. 


IMC Research Pamphlets 


These research pamphlets, published by the SCM 
Press in England, are available in the United 
States through Friendship Press. General editors 
are International Missionary Council secretaries 
Erik W. Nielsen and E. J. Bingle. 

The Communication of the Gospel to Illterates 
by H. R. Weber ($1.75, paper.) Based on a 
missionary experience in Indonesia. The author 
is now executive secretary of the Department on 
the Laity, World Council of Churches. 

The Gospel and the Religions by Walter Freytag 
($.75, paper.) A brief discussion of the relation- 
ship of Christianity and non-Christian religions 


by a German theologian. cultures by concerts and other ani: | 


World Council of Churches 
ROOM 1005 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N. Y. 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-month 
bulletin published by the United States Conferen 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fift 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Betty Thompso 
Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The Cow 
unites 165 Anglican, Orthodox and Prote: 
communions in 50 countries. Neither 
COURIER nor the World Council of Ch 
responsible for opinions quoted in its colv 
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The Needs of Man 


A joint exhibition by the British and Foreig: 
Bible Society and the Inter-Church Aid an 
Refugee Service of the British Councilyc¢ 
Churches is to be held May 2-16 in the 
Hall, Westminster, London. 

Entitled “The Needs of Man,” this exhibi 
will present one of the most compelling st 
told by the churches in recent times. Ex 
from the four corners of the earth will . 
how the churches are today grappling with th 
fundamental problems of mankind—both a: 
itual and physical. > | 

“Here, for the first time, the public will 
able to see for itself how the churches, in 
tion to fulfilling their task of teachin 
Christian faith, are leading the world in © 
fronting one of the worst human problems 
our age—the suffering and deprivation _ 
refugees and other victims of political ura 
and natural disasters,” the exhibition announa 
ment states, 4 

The Archbishop of Canterbury and the R 
Dr. George McLeod will speak. Every eveniri 
except Saturdays, there will be film shows — 
evenings at which the nationals of ei 
countries will demonstrate their traditions a 


; 


SEC. 34.65(¢), PL &R 
U. S. POSTAGE! 


PAID® | 
New York, N. Y. 


Library-Pacific Sehool of Reli 
17983 Scenic Ave. 
Berkley, Calif. G 


{i oRermit No. 3 103 


BOOKS 


@ Renewal of the Church by W. A. Visser t Hooft (The Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 128 
$2.50.) The World Council of Churches’ general secretary discusses the Church’s need for con- 
it renewal. From Old Testament times to the present. 

igion and the Christian Faith by Hendrik Kraemer (The Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 464 
$6.) Here the first director of the Ecumenical Institute discusses Christianity’s relationship to 
1-Christian religions. With reference to other thinkers such as Barth, Brunner, Radhakrishnan, 
1g. 

ld Religions by Benson Y. Landis (E. P. Dutton, New York, 147 pp. $2.95.) A summary of 
ious world religions—including brief descriptions of denominations in “ready reference” form. 
the editor of research publications of the National Council of Churches, U.S.A. 


Treasury of the Cross by Madeleine S. Miller (Harper & Brothers, New York, 240 pp. $3.95.) A 
gurce book on various Christian crosses and their significance. 


2 Hymnody of the Christian Church by Louis F. Benson (John Knox Press, Richmond, Va., 310 
$4.50.) A reprint of a 1927 book which deals with the place of the hymn in the church and 
influence on such movements as Lutheran, Calvinistic, and Wesleyan. 


2 Holy Fire by Robert Payne (Harper and Brothers, New York, 313 pp. $5.) A story of the 
tern Church Fathers. 


2 Christian Ethos, The Foundations of the Christian Way of Life by Werner Elert (Muhlenberg 
ss, Philadelphia, 451 pp. $6.) Bishop Hanns Lilje has called Elert “one of the most important 
heran theologians of this generation.” 


Theology for Christian Stewardship by T. A. Kantonen (Muhlenberg Press, Philadelphia, 126 
$2.) 

her on Vocation by Gustaf Wingren (Muhlenberg Press, 256 pp. $3.50.) By professor of sys- 
atic theology at the University of Lund, Sweden. 


2 Episcopalian W ay of Life by W. Norman Pittenger (Prentice-Hall, New York. 188 pp. $3.50.) 
2 first in a series of “popular” books on different denominations. Others slated to appear are on 
Baptist, Presbyterian, and Methodist “ways of life.” 


» New Ordeal of Christianity by Paul Hutchinson (Association Press, New York, 128 pp. 
50.) The late editor of the Christian Century takes a last perceptive look at such subjects as 
man Catholicism, the struggles within Orthodoxy, and Protestantism in crisis. 


gress Against Prejudice by Robert Root (Friendship Press, New York, 165 pp. $2.50 cloth and 
25 paper.) A journalist and teacher of journalism packs a small book with practical examples of 
gress in race relations. 

king to be Christian in Race Relations by Benjamin E. Mays (Friendship Press, New York, 84 
$1.50 cloth, $1.00 paper.) A discussion of the relationship of Christianity and race relations. 
is probably easier to be a Christian in any other area of life than it is in the area of race.” 


ds of the Bible, A Golden Historical Atlas by Samuel Terrien (Simon and Schuster, New 
k, 97 pp. $3.95.) The Auburn Professor of Old Testament at Union Theological Seminary pre- 
‘s the story of the Bible lands. Illustrated in color with photographs, maps and historical charts. 
 W orld’s Great Religions by the editors of Life (Time, Inc., New York, 310 pp. $13.50.) The 
series on the world’s great religions brought together in one book. New material includes 
ptural writings from each faith. 


es 


Executive Comittee Decisions 


The 12-member Executive Committee of the 


World Council of Churches which met in 
Geneva early in February: 


Voted to let the Council officers decide the 
next move in the postponed conversations 
with the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian 
Orthodox church originally scheduled for 
Paris in January. 

Commended the statements of the Council's 
officers in November concerning Hungary and 
Suez. 

Approved a fwe-year study on “Theological 
Education and the Training of the Ministry” 
to be conducted jointly with the World's Stu- 
dent Christian Federation. 

Heard World Council president Bishop Bar- 
bieri praise the six-member ecumenical youth 
team sent to Latin America by the WCC and 
the World Council of Christian Education. 


The Executive Committee discussed the main 
issues which will be brought before this sum- 
mers Central Committee meeting at Yale Uni- 
versity Divinity School, New Haven, Conn., July 
30-Aug. 7. The church’s calling to witness and 
to serve will be examined. The nature and theme 
of the Third Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches to be held in 1960 will also be dis- 
cussed. 

An invitation to hold the 1958 Central Com- 
mittee meeting on the Island of Rhodes came 
before the Executive Committee. Final action 
will be taken on the invitation at New Haven. 

The proposals for integration of the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council and the World Coun- 
cil of Churches are also to be discussed at the 
Central Committee meeting. 


The 


For the last three years over 200 lay men and 
women, from many walks of life, v arying in age 
from “under 20” to “over 80,” and representing 
almost all the constituent churches of the British 
Council of Churches, have met over the Whitsun 
holiday week-end (Pentecost) to discover their 
unity in Christ. 

The program has been arranged so as to make 
it as easy as possible for those working in in- 
dustry and business to attend. 


1957 Whitsun Conference 
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Hungarian Refugees 
(Continued from page 3) 
recruits and some volunteers cope with the ¢ 
less lines of Hungarian applicants from ¢ 
and hostels. ‘It is under control, says D. 
bring, ‘with a lot of overtime and heada 
“We also heard the story of a young | 
garian, pagan possibly, communist indoctrif 
certainly, who stepped on to a boat trai 
Canada at Euston Station, thanked his 
and told them feelingly, ‘I still don’t th 
believe in God, but I do believe in Dr 
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The Hungarian refugees who tried to find th 
way in London found a trustworthy and coopy 
tive policeman. 


Summer Opportunities 


Projects for Ecumenical Voluntary Servite! 
listed in a folder available from the Uni 
Student Christian Council, 257 Fourth Aver 
New York 10, N.Y. 

A variety of work camps in the U.S.A, Li 
America, Europe, the Far East, Africa, afd | 
Middle East are listed. Nationally, the USCC 
related to the National Council of Churches.: 
ternationally, the projects are part of the wo 
wide program sponsored by the World fi 
of Churches’ Youth Department. 

“Frontiers of World Christianity” is the | 
of a leaflet available from the World Counct 
Churches. It lists the speakers and places for 
five-day ecumenical institutes to be held in 
United States this summer. 

Institutes are planned for ministers and | 
In the summer of 1957 such institutes wi 
held in the Boston, Chicago, New York-P 
delphia, and Dallas-Fort Worth Areas. 


